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Quarterly Meeting:  September 29, 2010 

In Attendance:  

Brent Christopherson Assistant Chief Missoula Rural Fire Department 

Steve Hester  Assistant Chief  Great Falls Fire Rescue 

Greg Megaard  Deputy Chief   Bozeman Fire Department 

Dirk Johnson  Deputy Assistant Chief Great Falls Fire Rescue 

Michael Painter Fire Chief   Missoula City Fire 

Randal McCamley Fire Chief   Great Falls Fire Rescue 

Derrick Rogers Fire Chief   Miles City Fire Department 

Jeff Miller  Fire Chief   Butte Fire Department 

Jason Shrauger Fire Chief   Bozeman Fire Department 

John Bibler II  Fire Chief   Frenchtown Fire  

Bill Colwell  Fire Chief   Missoula Rural Fire District 

Frank Stanley Deputy Chief   Frenchtown Fire 

Steve Larson  Fire Chief   Helena Fire Department 

Greg Megaard Deputy Chief   Bozeman Fire Department 

Butch Weedon Director   Mt Fire Services Training School 

Craig Trapp  Fire Marshal   Helena Fire Department 

Gary Howard  Assistant Fire Marshal Missoula City Fire 

 

Guests:  

Joel Fassbinder Vice President Mt State Council of Professional Firefighters 

Joseph Sands Lobbyist  Mt State Council of Professional Firefighters 

Rick Ryan  Sec/Treasurer Mt State Firemen’s Association 

Ed Cleary  President  Mt State Firemen’s Association 
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MEETING MINUTES: 

1. 1345 MCFCA Meeting was called to order 

a. Pledge of Allegiance  

b. Role Call:  Billings FD and Lewistown FD not in attendance 

c. MCFCA April 2010 Minutes approved 

 

2. Legislative Issues and Discussion:  Representatives from the Montana State Council 

of Professional Firefighters and the Montana State Firemen’s Association discussed 

with the MCFCA members (from here on referred to as the “Members”) had an open 

discussion about the following legislative topics, which both organizations have in 

common. 

a. Include firefighter overtime as a part of wages for retirement 

b. Develop disease and illness presumptive legislation to provide medical 

coverage for fire service occupational illnesses and diseases like specific 

cancers, and lung/heart disease.   

c. Stop legislation that may curtain legislation for future state residential 

sprinkler systems.  Letter supporting Residential Sprinkler Coalition from 

MCFCA, see attachment 1. (i.e. Defensive posture)  

d. Address the important fire service issues with legislative changes that shall  

be made this session for Medical Marijuana.  Talking paper offered to MCFCA 

by Chief McCamley, see attachment 2. 

i. Mt State Fire Marshall shall offer official position to include a means to 

provide inspection of commercial grow and treatment facilities. 

 

3. Fire Marshal’s Committee Report: 

a. 12 members present during the meeting 
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b. Budget;  FM Trapp requested $250.00 to offer training to FMs in future 

meetings and for other financial needs of this sub-committee.  Members 

discussed the budget issue and asked FM Trapp to offer a detailed budget 

which shall be considered by the Members. 

c. The Members discussed what the purpose and charter was for the MCFCA 

committees.  Were they advisories to the MCFCA and wouldn’t these 

committees support the goals and mission of the MCFCA?  Members thought 

it would be a good idea to provide FM committee a clear description of its’ 

role and responsibility to MCFCA.  Additionally other sub-committees should 

be provided the same information. 

 

4. Total Education Solutions and Technology Inc. (TEST):  Offered a demonstration of 

the webinar programs and offered some ideas to have meetings on their program.  

See attachment 3 for details on cost and software/hardware products.   

a. A discussion was held with Montana State HazMat Teams during the 

previous days State HazMat Team Advisory meeting to help pay for the cost 

of the program. 

b. A question was asked about the cost based on the less expensive webinar 

systems which cost one department less the seventy dollars a month.  

c. Recommended that the system be used for a MCFCA or Consortium meeting 

to get first hand experience with this program. 

 

5. Finance Report: 

a. The finance report wasn’t provided since the MCFCA treasure was not 

present. 
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6. EMS Committee Report: 

a. There will be an emergency care conference call next week and report 

provided afterwards. 

b. Members discussed the MT EMS division requests for medical reports and 

the challenges that loom ahead if the programs is imposed by the state. 

 

7. Training Committee:   

a. This committee briefed the members about the possibility of developing a 

certified firefighter course curricula with IFSAC and Pro-board.   

b. Director Weedon stated that as long as the state held IFSAC and Pro-board 

certifications other state organizations could not.  However if there was a 

particular certification not held by Mt Fire Services Training School, then 

another entity could submit their program for certification through these 

agencies.  He warned that there is a lot of work involved with developing, 

certifying and maintaining these programs. 

c. The Training Committee will no longer pursue a MCFCA fire service 

certification program. 

d. Director Weedon noted that his staff are working on a fire officer I certification 

program and are close to making this available.  Until than FSTS offers a 

State Fire Officer I certification. 

 

8. MCFCA Website:  

a. All members liked the improvements to the web site. 

b. There has been a legislative page added that will track legislation as it 

happens when the legislators are in session. 

 

9. Annual MCFCA Conference/Dinner:   
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a. Members considered conducting an annual meeting/dinner that would be an 

opportunity to get together to network and to offer a more social opportunities. 

b. One recommendation would be to have this meeting in January when the 

legislators are in session to meet legislators and to offer the Members as 

resources to ask questions and to offer “our” views on legislation pertaining to 

public safety. 

c. There may be “taking” papers offered on subjects that the MCFCA has an 

interest which could be offered to legislators as they are met. 

 

10. MCFCA ID Card: 

a. Members voted to craft an ID card for MCFCA members.  A couple of options 

were offered.  Bozeman and Great Falls administrators will come up with 

some options that will be sent out to the members for their review. 

 

11. Open Forum: 

a. In January of 2011 there will be a National Fire Service Labor Management 

Initiative meeting in Phoenix AZ.  Everyone was encouraged to attend. 

 

12. Meeting was adjourn at 1730 hours (approximately) 
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Attachment – 1 
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Attachment – 2 
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Attachment – 3 

TEST Information 
 


